

A ‘separate’tax for DWP 


TAX STATUS OF THEIR OWN MAKING 


THE SUPERVISORS AGREE; DWP IS NOT A "PRIVATE" ENTITY IN INYO COUNTY, 

AND THEREFORE MUST PAY ITS TAXES ACCORDING TO ITS "SEPARATE" STATUS 

T HERE ARE THOSE IN INYO COUNTY THAT CALL IT POETIC JUSTICE; the DWP trapped in its own el¬ 
aborately-contrived tax status that for years has provided the county's biggest landowner 
tax breaks undreamed of by private owners* but which could make the Department of Water and 
Power pay in county taxes more than it would 


as a "private" owner 0 This week DWP officials 
visiting in Inyo County loudly protested the 
fact that Inyo's administration put them on a 
"separate" tax roll for future bites, but county 
officials decided even in the face of a poss¬ 
ible lawsuit that DWP can't have it both ways. 

"■Historically, they have never paid their 
fair share of taxes," said County Administrat¬ 
or John K. Imith. "They own 70% of taxable land 


in this county and pay about $0$ of the tax¬ 
es." Smith had taken a hard line on DWP taxa¬ 
tion as he discussed the supervisors * move to 
tax the water company on a separate rate - a 
higher one perhaps, barring state aid. 

But the DWP delegation meeting with 
the supervisors angrily protested. They call¬ 
ed the supervisors’ decision "unfair" and 
"dumb." The board had agreed on the separate 

(See DWP on Page 2) 


A birtnday cake for the News-Letter, compliments of Schat s Bakery 

Something good, with a little light, set amid the clutter of a year's news - gathering . Page 3 
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DWP's 

Smiles 


Lane and Downey; Newsman Paul Payne and Planner Sherburne 

and joviality to cool a flame of anger and frustration 


to "private” status is 
seen by the city's of¬ 
ficialdom as profitab¬ 
ly convenient. 

Barely conceal¬ 
ing his boiling anger, 
DVfP's Attorney Downey 
talked to reporters 
in a post-meeting con¬ 
ference: "Inyo wants 
the DWP to bail them 
out of Proposition 13. 
We've all got to deal 
with this. It was a 
dumb thing to do." He 
assured the reporters 
that Inyo's present 
victory in the tax is¬ 
sue will not be with- 


DWP, Continued 

tax rate and without hesitation voted a reso¬ 
lution making it so. For this year, however, 
the department will be taxed by the same rate 
system as others among Inyo’s property owners. 
But the county's administration had dire warn¬ 
ings for the future. Said one: "In future 
years, if the county falls short, it might be 
necessary to increase DWP's tax rate 0 " 

In justification of such a move, the 
district attorney along with Special Counsel 
Antonio Rossman pointed out that DWP is asses¬ 
sed under an earlier amendment. Proposition 2. 
It is a special "formula" for the taxation of 
the City of Los Angeles and its land which 
"stand in a constitutionally recognized spec¬ 
ial and unique status, justifying the separata 
tax treatment that (Section 11 of the Consti¬ 
tution) provides." 

As for DWP's."dumb" statement, DA Gib¬ 
bons was quick to respond. "A separate tax 
rate exists because we think it's called for. 
We did it this year so that we wouldn't be 
greeted with the allegation in the future 
that we had lost our right to tax on a separ¬ 
ate roll." There to hear the resolution pass 
were DWP's Paul Lane and Du¬ 
ane Georgeson, and LA City 
Attorney Ken Downey. Downey 
and Lane, drawing on a non¬ 
existent nostalgia of symp¬ 
athy, bemoaned the fact that 
the "DWP and Inyo haven't 
had tax quarrels for at least 
ten years," and harped on 
what they called the "ineq¬ 
uity" of a separate tax rate, 
fheir arguments fell on deaf 
ears among the sypervisors 
long acquainted with DWP's 
high profits and low taxes, 
water metering plans and 
lawsuits, and the costs of 
same to Inyo County. 

The county's attorney, 

Rossman, told the board that 
"the heart of the matter is 
that the people of Califorrt* 


out cost. There will be a court fight. "Well 
file a complaint with the state board of eq¬ 
ualization," he warned. 

So far as Inyo's supervisors were concern¬ 
ed, the DWP could file away, or, for that mat¬ 
ter, fall over. Their own position, morally 
and legally, they saw as a strong one; and be¬ 
sides, they also had on their side a legal 
staff shown to be remarkably capable in defeat¬ 
ing the best that Los Angeles has so far sent 
in to do battle.' 

In spite of the underlying tensions there 
was at the meeting in the courthouse boardroom 
the usual show of DWP-supervisors comraderie. 
Inyo's DA sounded even a little apologetic when 
he said "We didn't want to spring this on DWP 
later. We did it now in a sense of fair play, 
ahd tills year litigation is dispassionate be¬ 
cause we don't need the money. 

"The city's position is that although they 
are under Proposition 2, they weren't expecting 
the Proposition 13 windfall and now they say 
*Why shouldn't we benefit?' 

"The answer is that most citizens who pay- 
less will get fewer benefits and services. The. 
primary benefit of DWP is not diminished: Wat¬ 
er extraction. Every year, water gets more val- 

* MORE ON DWP-COUNTY ISSUES, Paqe 4 
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Inyo Special Counsel Antonio Rossman and Supervisor Wilma Muth 
ia~hav<Tdecided to treat the A battle loomsf the county position is not without cost 


City of Los Angeles different from others in 
the state and in the County of Inyo." It was 
a "difference," couched in a special election 
which at the time was strongly urged by a DTP 
eager to save dollars with a special-tax cat¬ 
egory. But since the June election and the 
passage of Proposition 13, a redefinition in- 
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uable." 

Erupting only occasionally above the packed 
substance of DWP-Inyo relations is the small 
but highly visible flame of angor and frustrat¬ 
ion on both sides. Lane tried to cool it: "I 
think each side is really doing what they be¬ 
lieve is the right thing." Well, maybe. 













ONE YEAR OLD THIS WEEK 


Birthday observance for 
nyo's brash upstart 

IT STARTED WITH A TALK BEFORE THE LIONS 
CLUB AND A "HARD NEWS" XEROX MACHINE 

T HERE WAS NO STAFF MEETING, no clinking 
of champaign glasses and no mutual con¬ 
gratulations and back-slapping last week 
as the News-Letter laborers arrived vaguely 
at the sudden remembrance that they'd been 
'■printing the thing for about a year now, 
haven't we? n A check with the files and with 
the calendar and the subscription list reveal¬ 
ed, sure enough, News-Letter is a year old 



First paid subscribers Paul and Mary DeDecker 

Confidence that bets $40 on a long shot 


give or take a day or two 0 

In fact, the "staff" wasn't even in 
town, having departed for Los Angeles to at¬ 
tend a Los Angeles Press Club—sponsored "The 
Law and the Press" seminar, and to get ripped- 
off by a fast-operating LA thief who lifted 
in one quick haul 80$ of the News-Letter 's 
photographic equipment naively left 'unattend¬ 
ed in a car on Hollywood Boulevard# Some cel¬ 
ebration# 

But there was a cake, a last-minute id¬ 
ea of the makeup editor who wanted a picture 
for Page 1# Erick Schat obliged and the cake 
was waiting when everybody came home on Mon¬ 
day. It was a very good cake, photographical¬ 
ly and gastronomically# 

It was another work week: Pictures of 
the circus which attracted wide attention at 
Bishop and Lone ^ine; another DV7P confronta¬ 
tion with county officials; a late-hour ac¬ 
cident 26 miles west of Bishop; and the soore 
or more updates and items that make up "B.K.'s 
Notes" column and "News Briefs#" We're running 
late again# And then there were the frantic 
calls to Phillips Camera House for replace¬ 
ments# Russ Adams, one of News-Letter ’s first 
advertisers, obliged on terms that the mod¬ 
est publication could manage# (Note: Call 
Larson over in Lone Pine; this time, we'll 
insure them.) 

As for News-Letter's first year, it 
was clearly a good one: from eight barely leg¬ 
ible pages to ll; with pictures, etc. It was 
the original goal to establish a paid mail¬ 
ing list to a select readership of about 200. 
-'hat was naive, too; we found that Inyo was 
hungry for "real news#" Now, about 10 times 
that number read the News-Letter and its 
impact is felt and seen everywhere. Two new 
staffers have been added, a third was inter¬ 
viewed this week. The News-Letter is growing 
hut remains. •-broke as the day it started; 
it all goes back into the shop# One thing 
its publishers are proud of: two reductions 
in the past year in subscription rates, and 
these were retroactive, ^re cuts in the ad¬ 
mittedly outrageous price are also planned, 
and these too will be retroactive. 

How - and why - did it all start? The 
editor had been kicked off a Lone Pine radio 
news show and was making a talk to the Lions 
Club# Be was asked how the county would be 
able to get "hard news" about the IMP (which 
had pressured the station owner to fire the 
news team)# "I'll keep it going," he replied, 
"even if I have to get a XEROX machine to do 
it." The XEROX was purchased with borrowed 
money and now rests unused in a kitchen^ With 
growth came the need for a better copier. And 
the growth has been gratifyingly rapid. The 


readers are many, the advertisers loyal. 

And, more important, the "hard news" 
about IMP and a lot of other matters other¬ 
wise overlooked is going out. The people who 
read the News-Letter are responsible for that. 
Since our beginning, we have lost about six 
subscribers, and have added many, many more. 

For that, our sincere thanks# 

Betting on a very long shot 

The machine was shipped in by Big Pine 
Trucking from Bakersfield which is the ar¬ 
ea office of the XEROX people. That was in 
mid-September. The first issue went out 
late in the month with a mailing list sel¬ 
ected mainly from the telphone book. Aft¬ 
er figuring actual "printing" costs it was 
determined that subscribers would have to 
pay $40 per year, an appalling rate. But 
more than 25 subscriptions cane in after 
the first edition. The first check to ar¬ 
rive at the News-Letter office was that of 
Paul and Mary DeDecker of Independence. On 
the next day, the second } that of Katherine 
Cormable, also of Independence. For the 
subscribers it was a show of confidence 
that bets $40 on a long-shot. The DeDeckers 
will not be paying any more subscription 
bills ; they 're now on the mailing list - 
free - from here on in, so long as the News- 
Letter survives. Katherine Connable will be 
on the list at no charge for 18 months, 
the least we can do - and, in view of the 
editors ’ financial shape, the most. 


WHERE IT GOES; WHAT IT COSTS 

In one of the above stories, it is stat¬ 
ed that this weekly publication reaches 
2000 readers, which, according to the best 
surveys available is probably close to ac¬ 
curate. Due mostly to the News-Letter *s 
high costs, a number of people (quite lit¬ 
erally scores of them at Bishop and Lone 
Pine) share costs and "pass it around." 

FORUM page receives about three letters to 
one from non-scribers, another indication 
of readership unpaid. But the editors would 
not mislead either its readers or advertis 
ers by its "2000" figure; that means "read¬ 
ership" only. Actual,mail and news stand 
figures are, of course,less. This edition 
will go to 523 in the mail, and another 40 
or 50 will be sold at two news stand out¬ 
lets located at Bishop (Manor Market) and 
at Lone Pine (Mountain Trading Company). 

It is no secret what the advertising 
rates are: $60 per page; $30 per half pane; 
$15 per quarter page; $8 for 1/8 page. Ad¬ 
vertisers get discounts for continued ads. 
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Guided, tours (six of 
them throughout the 
sunmer) provided by 
"The Mono Lake Com¬ 
mittee" gave inter¬ 
ested people a 
stark look of the 
reality of a fast¬ 
dying lake . The 
committee is attemp¬ 
ting to call atten¬ 
tion to the depred¬ 
ations of DWP whose 
drain-off of the 
lake '8 feeds treams 
endangers an en¬ 
tire ecosystem. 

Photo: Emllie Martin 


-THE COUNTY 

News Briefs 

OR. HOUGH STRICKEN; SHOOTING 

CASE CLEARED; BUDGET ADOPTED; 

LEGISLATORS' PAY HIKE OKAYED; 

AND PROBATIONERS FREED. 

A STROKE THAT CAUSED AT LEAST A TEMPORARY 
/ \ paralysis has left the county's health 
jL. Jm physician, Dr. Victor Hough, hospitaliz¬ 
ed o At midweek it was reported that the doct¬ 
or was being transferred from a South Lake Ta* 
hoe hospital to Northern Inyo Hospital at Rid> 
op<> Hough was reported to have suffered the 
attack while visiting friends. Bill and Mary 
Aseltine, at their Tahoe home. Ms. Aseltine 
said the doctor had complained of feeling 
"dizzy" and decided he should go to the hosp- 
ital. H e reportedly has a history of blood 
pressure problems 0 At Independence, county 
health workers say they'll depend on the Inyo 
psychiatrist and ottier doctors in Hough's ab¬ 
sence® It remained unknown at mid-*week wheth¬ 
er the paralysis is a permanent condition. 


AFTER ALL THE OFFICIAL GRIEVING OVER JARVIS, 
it came to light this week that Inyo's county 
budget will be down only about $32,000 under 
last year's. The county's top officialdom has 
been going over Inyo's 1978-79 finances for 
more than a week and on Wednesday held a fin¬ 
al budge^ hearing to adopt for the coming fis¬ 
cal year s operations a figure of $9,288,6£2. 
State surplus dollars had "saved the day" and 
County Administrator John K. Smith said he 
thinks the budgeting process - a painful one 
for departments clamoring always for more mon¬ 
ey - "went pretty well." But nearly everybody 
will feel Proposition 13's pinch: the county 
employees, already reported to be in a morale 
slump, will get no cost-of-living increase. 

But even for them, the picture was not all bad 
since the supervisors managed to find funding 
to pay about half of the employees' retirement 
paymentso ree administrator said the pittance 
is "not nearly what the employees have coming 
in view of inflation," but that "it will mean 
money in their pockets." 


IT HAPPENED AGAIN: A probationer caught viol¬ 
ating a law has been set free again because, 
as court spokesmen say, "the terms of his pro¬ 
bation were not spelled out in the court min¬ 
utes." It had previously been assumed, a mis¬ 
taken assumption apparently in today's tech¬ 
nical and nit-picking legal processes, that 
a probationer was already aware that if he 
breaks the law he will be returned to jail to. 

Page 4 


serve out hi6 time. Not so anymore: Loophole- 
hunting defense lawyers are finding undotted 
I's and uncrossed T's in their cases, and the 
latest releasee is Driscoll Barr who has been 
convicted on charges of no less than arson, 
vandalism and theft. When set on probation, 
however, he apparently was not told he should 
no longer break the law and when he was arrest¬ 
ed most recently for "excessive use of alcohol" 
the judge pointed out that terms of probation 
must be spelled out in writing. It was the sec¬ 
ond such case in recent weeks: John Lester Jones 
allegedly committed an assault while on probat¬ 
ion, and was also set free again on the "in wri¬ 
ting" technicality. 


FOR SHERIFF FLOYD BARTON it was one down, three 
to go last week as he cleared up (with a heavy 
assist from the Mono sheriff's office) Inyo's 
most recent murder, that of a LaHabra fisher¬ 
man shot to death on Independence Creek. Ono 
local officer in charge of the county s detect¬ 
ive force. Inspector Jim Randolph, said "We're 

glad we got this 
guy, cr he might 
have shot some¬ 
body else." In¬ 
deed, if the 
charges against 
2ii-year-old Paul 
Eugene Roberts 
are anywhere near 
true, it appears 
he was shooting 
his way north al¬ 
ter a double mur¬ 
der in San Bern¬ 
ardino County. 
P.oberts was ar¬ 
rested after an 
alert, off-duty 
dispatcher saw 
the stolen car 
belonging to his 
latest victims 
and notified of¬ 
ficers at Bridge¬ 
ts, once in cust¬ 
ody, freely admitted the Independence shooting. 
He was whisked away to San Bernardino where of¬ 
ficers there had a "prior" warrant for him. 
Barton was happy to get the case cleared. Still 
unsolved is the triple murder of a father and 
his two sons near Lone Pine several weeks ago® 

THE BALLOTS FOR NOVEMBER'S ELECTION are due to 
be printed in the upcoming week - unless an or¬ 
der from the supreme court says no. The ballots 
(NEVE BRIEFS Continued, Page 12) 

























On our new bright screen... —^ 

stt \ 60®° 
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TONIGHT! 


Sept. 27-30 



"THE LAST WALTZ" AND 
"AMERICAN HOT WAX" 







mm eh 


SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 




Upholstering^ 7 

• FURNITURE BUILT TO 
ORDER - REPAIRED & 

REBUILT 

• BOAT COVERS 

• AUTO & TRUCK SEATS 

• V/COD REPAIRING & REFINISHING 

- ALL AT (~T 1 t 

c/enoon s f bishop’s 

EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 

A SIMMONS (2 U r ran.y) 

BEAUTYREST 


Famous LA-ZBOY Chairs 

No need to order -All items in stock 


IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 


' LAIL ' 


873-4698 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

Rendon ^Furniture 
Ijpkolderi) Company 



The 'WINE BARREL' 

gourmet foods 


I 1 
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unique addition inside 
Manor Market houses the 
largest wine cellar in 
Inyo County . The "Wine Barrel" 
offers California r s finest wines 
and the great imports - France y It¬ 
aly, Portugal, Germany, marry others . 


ARKET 

3100 WEST LINE 

























































real estate •.« 

Best buys: 

1. LONE PINE: Large home with spacious, 
park-like grounds. $115,000 . 

2. INDEPENDENCE: Money-making business ; 
Service station, Motel, and living 
quarters. Call for more information. 

3. OLANCHA: Ideal truck-stop location, 

40 acres. Nice home. Beer bar and shop. 



DOROTHY BONNEFIN/manager 


i.rr~L 


bus. (714) 876-4121 


LONE PINE REALTY 

res. (714) 876-4442 


— 

>’ PAT ROBERTS/associate 

CLYDE GEORGE/associate^l 

res. (714) 876-5864 

L' 

bus. (714) 876-4121 1 

310 so. main street, suite 108 

lone pine, California 93545 


Authentic New Orleans ' 

French Doughnuts 

Served hot 3 ^esh from fvye 

LThe 



ON HIGHWAY 395 * INDEPENDENCE 


4Mmm 
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CAR AND HOME STEREOS 
ExcJ u s iv ely ~ 

140 Whitney Alley - Bishop 

• Telephone 873-6550 


Candlelight dining 
beside a cool 
mountain stream 
5:30-10 pm, 7 days 

(The Paradise Will Be Open 
Through November) 



^Pa^adi^s zztauiant 


On Lowor Rock Crook 
15 miloi North of Bishop off Hwy. 395 



New shipments weekly 
from Dallas and Atlanta 


All the latest "looks" : 
"BIG TOP" look for women.. 
McGregor Shirts for men 


Monday-Saturday 
9:30 to 5:30 


BM 

| 




f 





873-3215 

: 

'In the Town and Country Shopping Center' 621 W. Line St. 
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Discounts on 
home insurance? 

dhwounl to so 


FALL CLOTHES 
ARE HERE! 

FEATURING 

graff 

caiiforniawear 


Q. What's A Discount To/20? 

A. It's a Homeowners Insurance 
credit program from Great 
American. 

If you now own or plan to own 
a home less than 10 years old, 
you may qualify for a discount 
on your Homeowners insurance 
as high as 20%. Call or write 
for details—there is no 



• Gifts 

• Moccasins 



763N.Main • Bishop • 872 -9621 



Clearance Sale ! 




All MEN'S, WOMEN'S, CHILDREN'S DOWN OR POLYESTER VESTS 


% 


ON ODDS-AND-ENDS STYLES AND SIZES IN BOOTS AND SHOES 
FOR EVERYONE (THE WHOLE FAMILY) I 




I 



"7V6ene £uexy @udtantex 
“Scearned a r pxCcKcC' 

SHOES • WESTERN WEAR 
i SADDLERY 

|L LONE PINE, CALIF. 93545 J 

» 876-4371 


rCOCJCCOOL 


No exchanges, 

No returns. 

ALL SALES FINAL 
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thorough extraction of dirt 
and grime This powerful 
equipment cleans deeper, 
leaves carpet dryer and ex 
tends carpet life 

The Steam Genie System yener 
ates up to 10 times more pressure 
than the average carpet cleaning 
equipment, to loosen dirt and 
grime A powerful vacuum 
removes the dirt and hot solution 
to the truck outside Only the 
cleaning wand and vacuum 
hose enters your home. 



Steam Genie® System utilizes 
extraction process tu clean, 
dry and restore your carpets | 

873-7032; 

JOE FLAHERTY - Owner 
1421 MATLIK - BISHOP i 




8734924 v . 2587 W. Line Bishop 

MOUNTAIN.. 

: Jo^oothe 

SEWER EQUIPMENT 

FOR YOUR CONNECTION 


eSEWER PIPE CUTTERS eTEST PLUGS 
•TRENCHER eBACKHOE 

• DUMP TRUCK • MI SC. PLUMBING TOOLS 


GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
WEED EATERS 

OPEN: 7 o.m. to 7 p.m. ( 7 Doys Per Week 


It’s gonna get 

COLD 




See our 

Complete stock of 

WINTER OUTDOOR WEAR- DOWN JACKETS, 


THERE 


VESTS, BOOTS, SWEATERS, GLOVES 



772 NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP. CALIFORNIA 9351-4 


(714) 873-5070 • V 74 ^ and r^Sfiozt 


Purchase Your Own Mobile Home Lot... In 


SCENIC KNIGHT MANOR 

A Planned All-Adult Community 

Inyo-Mono's Best High Sierra View and Best Soil 


A completely regulated and controlled development, approved by the State Dept, of Real 
Estate. The average lot, on a curved street is 72 x 100 ft. . . . large enough so that your home 
can have a full High Sierra view, regardless of the lot arrangement. All utilities underground. 

Tract management will be by a Home Owners Association. 

YOU HAVE TO SEE IT TO BELIEVE IT! 

OPEN HOUSE 10 a.m. -4 p.m. OR BY APPT. j 

Set our fabulous rocroation complex, oil-year covered swimming pool, Jacuzzi therapy pool, saunas, 
billiard and game rooms, tennis courts, social hall... and other amenities. 


• Just 10 miles from Bishop Golf course • Just north of Big Pine 
eWest of US 395 eEastern California's finest living area 
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YOUR 

VIEW 


FORUM 

LETTERS AND COMMENT 


The News-Letter welcomes letters and comment relevant 
current public issues. The editors will publish here 
those considered timely and stating concise vie'J 
point8. Letters and statements should be addres- 
92526. The editors remind News-Letter’s readers 



sed to PO Box 521, Independence . _ 

that publication of a letter does not necessarily imply either agreement with its. con- . 
cent or a guarantee of its accuracy; it is FORUM’3 goal merely to provide open discussion. 


"NEWCOMERS" AND THE 
LEAKY PIPES AT DARWIN 

Inyo County News-Letter: 

If 200 people stampede into Darwin to 
set up permanent housekeeping as a result of 
the laying of a new water line free of holes, 
it will sure make the news story of the dec¬ 
ade. Personal gain to current land owners who 
sell a few lots over the years probably will 
reach into the hundreds of dollars, truly an 
astronomical figure. These fat capitalists 
will then undoubtedly fritter away their wealth 
on paint, lumber, a sirloin steak or some oth¬ 
er foolishness. 

Since the 1960's, residents of Darwin 
have campaigned unceasingly to set up a reli¬ 
able pipe to bring pure water from the source 
about nine miles away. The ancient rusted line 
now in use is ridiculous with its scores of 
oatches, some of which in time past have been 
little more than old inner tubes and rags tied 
around the pipe to contain the water where a 
hole broke through. Wild burros break through 
to get water. Storms wash away supports, and 
rocks break the pipe, among many other causes 
of damage. Breaks permit the contamination of 
the water. 

Then the Darwin residents, or some of 
the old reliables, trudge out along the line 
after obtaining permission from the military 
brass at the base, to walk on military proper¬ 
ty. Some of these long-time residents have 
worked on the line as much as RO and more 
times, and this is on the record. But where 
are the newcomers? How often have the late¬ 
comers been able to arouse themselves to get 
out there and sweat over the waterline? Ex¬ 
ceptions, of course, but if the present pipe 
broke irreparably and no more water came ex¬ 
cept in a mere trickle, you can bet that they 
would be the first to pick up their guitars, 
wine and books of poetry and get out. 

Everyth!ng is to be gained for everyone 
when the new water pipe can be provided with 
a grant. There should be no more objection to 
large amounts of water than to the unlimited 
electricity now on tap. Darwin never was in¬ 
tended for an elite few. 


had articles concerning the alleged incident 
involving two deputy sheriffs at Lone Fine, 

CA. I presently reside outside Inyo County, e- 
ven though I was bom and raised in Bishop. 

I therefore choose to take an ’’outsider’s view’’ 
on this issue. I feel that the people of Inyo 
County have taken a very hard view on an iso¬ 
lated incident. The deputies are there to up¬ 
hold the law any way they see prudent. ’.Yheth- 
er they acted prudently, I'm not qualified to 
say. I do know they are trained at the San 
Bernardino County Sheriff's Academy which is 
rated as one of the finest police academies 
in the nation. If the people of Inyo County 
think these deputies acted wrongly, then they 
should also take into consideration what the 
juveniles were doing wrong. If they (the juv¬ 
eniles) hadn't been breaking the law in the 
first place, then the deputies would not have 
been there. At this point, you are probably 
thinking that I must hate kids for "having 
fun." To the contrary, I, myself, raised allot 
of hell in Bishop, while growing up there. 
During that time, I found the Law enforcement 
agencies to be very lenient and usually the 
officers would go out of their way to give a 
juvenile a break. In reflecting back, I some¬ 
times think they may have been too lenient. 

Now, when law enforcement is trying to urhold 
the law, the public outcry is "Those pigs are 
using forceo" 

Rie people of Inyo County are living in 
the past. This is 1978. Crime is in epidemic 
proportions. So, before you condemn law en¬ 
forcement, take a look around the county: 

Three homicides only a few weeks ago. (Anoth¬ 
er one since.) Times have changed, but the peo¬ 
ple of Inyo County have not. Law enforcement 
agencies are compelled to take a different ap¬ 
proach in dealing with suspected criminals, 
whether or not they receive public support. 

In closing, I do hope that those who are most 
critical of the deputies’ actions with regard 
to the above incident, take into consideration 
how they felt, the next time they are in need 
of police assistance. 

- John Bellona 
Laguna Niguel 

4HHfr 


- A Taxpayer 

(Name v/itheld on request) 


Clip and mail today 


{(Editors’ note: The Darwin water issue 
may now be resolved with or without unan¬ 
imous public approval in that community. 
The Inyo Board of Supervisors has passed 
its own approval of the grant application 
and it appears that, like it or not, Dar¬ 
win will get its long-sought waterline. 
Comments since News-Letter's story (Sept. 
11) have been running about equally, pro 
and con.) 


INCREASING CRIME AND 
THE INCIDENT AT LONE PINE 

Dear Sirs: 

I have read the two News-Lettere + .hat 


“News-Tie 11 er I 


1 Count y 

2 I I 50 Weeks 
^ * 25 

1|| SEND TO_ 

I ADDRESS_ 

6 CITY_ 


SUBSCRIPTION 


1 I 25 Weeks j I 3 Months 
L — 1 $13 1 — $7 


I 


l t 


STATE 


ZIP. 






j_I Payment enclosed)_[Please bill me jjij 
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In the 
sunny 
hours. 


The tents go up: 
"Hey, man, not too 
muchl They'll be 
hell to pull up!" 

..and 8o here, as 
everywhere work is 
measured, planned. 


...the circus folk 
get ready 
for... 


The elephant, Hina, wallows in 
water and mui, a highlight of 
her day. She is 10 years old 
and docile. Trainers avoid male 
elephants; they are considered 
unvre.dictable. Below, the circus 
people walk in town. Clown at¬ 
tracts interest, ups sales. 

Photos: Frank Burns, John Heston 


cones 

^oncano 

PEANUTS 

pop 


Yards of wiring provide lights 
and sound systems. 


wtlpi 


"Poco" out of costume, talks 
over his act in empty big top 























full jvj! 


the night’s 
big show... 


i.1 




f : 




POP CORN 









COTTOH CA 


People arrive; kids and grown¬ 
ups head for concession stands. 

Drinks, programs, balloons make 
a profit; ticket sales are div¬ 
ided with sponsors - the Lions 
Clubs of Bishop and Lone Pine. 

Everyone is costumed and made 
up. A loudspeaker blares and 
the show begins. Kids crowd the 
front rows, eyes alight, howl¬ 
ing with excitement; it beats 
TV, and "you can really ride 
the elephant!" Performers res¬ 
pond to "a good audience " like _____ 

show people everywhere and they ^ s "Swami Amazo" he may not be convincing; as a practiced 
come alive under the glare of performer knowledgeable in timing he is. He swallows swords 

lights and glitter. and breathes ffre and the audience is enthralled. 


•vAj' 


. 
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Sk | 


X, 




it&SSSX 




r 


sj "Nina" and 'Poco the Clown" keep 
‘ the show moving. 


wa Bm \ 

*: •' • ' V: 




; ■! I 






mm. 


r&»<* , 


wmm 

’Poco" - Don Young - has polish; 
Next year, he says, he will go 
with Ring ling Brothers. 
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Caught 'between sea¬ 
sons j " Mammoth young 
people kill time at 
a local bar and 
pool hall, For ma¬ 
ny j especially the 
unemployed J it is 
a time of waiting 
for the snow which 
will f, put them on 
the mountain" and 
bring renewed life 
to the now-quiet 
town . But even the 
optimistic have 
no dreams of a ski 
season to equal the 

last • Photo: John Heston 


THE NEW LIGHT GOES OUT 


Inyo Catholics will 
observe special masses 

"I CAN'T BELIEVE IT," SAID ONE LOCAL 
PASTOR. "SOMEBODY CALLED. I WAS SO 
SHOCKED." BUT THE "NEW" POPE WAS DEAD, 
AND THERE WAS GENUINE SORROW IN INYO. 


JOHN PAUL I Dead aPOTe . 


He was el¬ 
ected to 
the Church's 
highest of¬ 
ficej Sept. 
3j and his 
was possi- 
bly the 
shortest 
reign of 
any Pope in 
church his¬ 
tory . The 
"new Pope " 
died in his 
sleep some¬ 
time Thurs¬ 
day nighty 
and once a- 
gain the 
search be¬ 
gins for 
a 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

now contain the names of three District 3 
Supervisorial candidates, but a sumpreie 
court ruling could eliminate one of these: 
that of Roger Glidden. Moe Jacobson, one of 
the challengers to Incumbent Wilma Muth, vent 
to the high court to break a tie that threv 
him and Glidden into the split-vote situation 
that has already been tried at superior and 
appeals court level® And this week Jacobson 
issued another press statement '.hat he hoped 
would re-clarify the situation; It read in 
part: "The primary question is whether a per¬ 
son residing completely outside the third su¬ 
pervisorial district can cast the deciding 
vote in that district." On June 6, that hap¬ 
pened, providing the vote that created the 
tie. But the vote - for Glidden - was not rul¬ 
ed "illegal" by the appeals court. 


T HIS TIME THE SHOCK WAS REAL, the personal 
sense of loss genuine® ^e had been in of¬ 
fice only three weeks, thereabouts, and 
already the world's Catholics had felt the im¬ 
pact of their new leader's warmth, ^e had im¬ 
mediately shown himself to be most of the 
things the previous Pope had not been, and hu¬ 
mor and informality had replaced the sterility 
of the Vatican of a month ago. As one local 
priest said late Thursday night: "With him we 
had such good prospects for the future. We had 
a good man; it's hard to believe." Almost im¬ 
mediately, requiem masses were being planned 
although no times were set other than for this 
Friday morning, according to Father Harry Gru- 
pa of Lone Pine's Santa Rosa Church® There is 
to be a week's mourning throughout the county 
as the long, tense process begins to select 
still, another Pope to lead the millions of the 
world's Catholics. Another election must be 
held within 12 days, John Paul, or Ioannes Pau- 
lu8 I, was 65 when he died in his sleep. 

There are about 500 Roman Catholics here. 
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PRIOR TO PROPOSITION 13 '3 PASSAGE, California 
legislators figured as how they needed anoth¬ 
er pay increase - up to 10 £. The issue was 
hanging fire at Sacramento -when the voter’s ov¬ 
erwhelmingly demonstrated their disapproval of 
state spending by passing "13," and since then 
there have been some desultory motions to ab¬ 
olish the wage increase proposal, but so far 
with no success. Some of the politicians, in¬ 
dued ng Inyo's representative Larry (Jhimbole, 
have figured to make political mileage instead 
of more dollars and they have announced they 
will refuse the pay increase money even if it 
is given. Some others are "undecided." But at 
least one legislator. Assembly Minority Lead¬ 
er Paul Priolo, came out front with it: "Rath¬ 
er than grandstanding," he said, "I will ac¬ 
cept it." If there are enough like him around, 
some assemblymen will get their mileage and 
their money, too® 


SANDY POULIN, OWNER OF LONE PINE'S THE-COUNTY 
Ambulance Service, has the supervisors between 
the proverbial rock and a hard place; they 
need, for lack of an alternative, his service 
to cover the thousands of square miles in 
Inyo’s southern extremes (and so, apparently, 
do his potential customers), and Poulin says 
he needs a much higher county subsidy - retro¬ 
active to July. This week the supe rvisors vot- 
his increase, from $937 to $20h0 per month, 
but Poulin said he'll pull out of Inyo if the 
pay isn't, retroactive® For weeks, the supervi¬ 
sors have argued and pondered alternatives to 
the ambulance service, but had no luck in pro¬ 
viding an alternative; Poulin, playing hard 
poker, is holding the cards and says next week 
he will serve his 90-day notice. The supervis- 
(NEWS BRIEFS Continued, Page Hi) 


























— Notes from B.K.- 

MAYBE HE'S JUST DOWNRIGHT RUDE SOMETIMES, or then, more likely, he's just tired 
of female reporters bugging him at every opportunity. But to all appearances, 
California's governor Jeriy Brown, is downright rude when he's pressed too far. 

T caught him off-guard having lunch at the Dorothy Chandler Pavillion at L.A., 
and, as promised in last week's column, laid some hard questions on him. He'd 
been one of the speakers at a Law-and-the-Press seminar. He tried to duck, but 
we managed this interchange: 

Q: Are you familiar with the Inyo-DWP water fight? 

|A: Yes, we are sympathetic, very sympathetic. 

^Q: But what have you actually done about it? 

jA: Well...We've participated in the lawsuit, and concentrated on — 


i 



V 


BENETT KESSLER 


environmental law. We're very interested in the water quality of the Owens Val¬ 
ley. 

Q: But will the Los Angeles power base - its millions of voters - preclude any 
real state help for Inyo County? 

!A: No. 

So, if nothing else, Jerry Brown is aware of the existence of Inyo County on the face of the 
eartho H e cut short the interview, a little put-out, and a little gruff in his words. (But 
who wouldn't,when intruded upon in the middle of lunch by a pushy reporter?) Perhaps his pique 
vras increased by the fact he had been talking just minutes before about the press and "right 
of privacy." S 0 me reporters had been asking about his relationship with IAnda Honstadt and his 
plans for marriage, if any. He would answer only that "his father" wanted him to marry her. 

He said he would like "as much privacy as I can get, but I have little power over that. It's 
up to the ethics of the journalists," he said. 3o...I didn't bother him about Linda, only ab¬ 
out OV water. And in that (and maybe in the other, too), he's been doing his homework. 

SPEAKING OF JOURNALISTIC ETHICS, if what we heard at the seminar in L.Ao (which featured the 
country's top journalists and legal minds) is any sampling of the health of the news in the IB 
today, we may all be in trouble. A p>anel of reporters and lawyers answered questions about 
"coverage" of hypothetical cases involving crime (as if crime news were the only important 
news happening) and confidentiality. Not one reporter or editor had the guts really to stand 
up and say "Sure, I'd cover it," and not one stood up for first amendment rights. And you can 
bet on it: Where there is a gutless press, there will be big problems in politics, government, 
social and economic issues. There's not a politician - or lawyer - alive that doesn't bear 
some watching. But that is also true of reporters. 

*#-«• 

L.A. HAS GOT SOME HEAL PROBLEMS, not necessarily because of a wishy-washy press. Crime is ram¬ 
pant; we learned the hard way. Stepped out of the car for something under two minutes, return¬ 
ed to find the cameras - and a CB radio, almost - ripped off. Taken from the back seat of the 
car in broad daylight on Hollywood Boulevard. The brighter side of the story is with the two 
police officers that investigated the theft: John Molidor and his rookie partner, A1 Hernandez. 
They had some hair-raising tales about their Hollywood Boulevard beat. And if they're any ex¬ 
ample of the rest of the force, you can discount a lot of the maligning the police are get¬ 
ting from the media in that area. A friend of theirs, another officer, is a constant visitor 
to Owens Valley and he was a close friend of still a fourth cop, the late Jerry Maddox of 
Inyo County. Jerry was shot to death on duty in 1969. And when that happens what do they call 
it - public brutality? 

-WHfr 

THE EVENING CROWD SEEN HERE AND THERE: Dining out: the district attorney. Buck Gibbons with 
Special Counsel Tony Rossraan and Planning Commission Sec Lynn Morra. Also among diner recent¬ 
ly: Supervisorial Hopeful Roger Glidden and the "Glidden Engineering" crew. 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: Lone Pine's Bill Sweat. H e 's the lions Club president there. Peo¬ 
ple willing to take the lead in local service affairs always much needed. He's one of the ac¬ 
tive ones. 

4BBS- 

T-SHIRT OF THE WEEK AWARD should go to a hefty female who alighted from a tour bus at a county 
restaurant. It read: "I finally got it all together but I forgot where I left it." 

*-#-* 

BRAZEN AUDACITY OF THE WEEK AWARD goes to DWP's Mel Blevins. In DWP's Intake magazine, Blevins 
is quoted as saying that "The department's groundwater production in any year has never ex¬ 
ceeded the amount of water returning to the basin through percolation from runoff and precip¬ 
itation." In fact, Mel goes so far (carried away with his own malarkey, it would seem) as to 
say the amount of water underground today is about the same as was stored in the basin before 
the city first developed the aqueduct system over 60 years ago. Tf such junk as this is gen¬ 
erally believed (L.A. people like to hear it, of course, since they feel a little guilty), it 
is not entirely Mel's fault or the DWP's; our own officials are doing nothing to counteract 
the published lies that DWP foists upon its all-too-willing-to-listen'L.A. public. The fact 
is of course that the valley's underground water may have dropped as much as eight feet since 
the second aqueduct - and the pumps that feed it - were established in the early 70's. Intake 
should be changed to Outblow, 

*** 

AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY be good news...every day.... 

- Sincerely. 
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A 1:15 am hunting trip ends upside down in a watery ditch 

An unhurt passenger, identified by Highway Patrolmen as Marvin Mosher, iJades through a tangle 
of brush and reeds to recover clothing arid belongings frcm the cab of a viokup truck which 
went out of control and overturned near Wyman Canyon 26 miles east of Bishop on Westgard 
Pass. The cab was underwater, but neither Mosher nor the driver, Frank Minney, drowned. Min- 
ney was taken to the hospital at Bishop with injuries. An Inyo sheriff's officer, George 
VanWhy, helped them retrieve weapons. Photos: ies Hail 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

ors are so far unrelenting in their willing¬ 
ness to pay the increase, starting in October, 
but no more 0 They're still looking for a vol¬ 
unteer service that, if organized, would cost 
uncounted thousands of dollars. But so far 
cost and practicality are prohibitive. Would 
such a volunteer team, for instance, be will¬ 
ing to cover Poulin's territory - more than a 
hundred miles to death Valley, and as far 
south as Pearsonville? And what kind of emer¬ 
gency service could be provided? For now, at 
least, it would appear that Poulin is holding 
aces and has no need to bluff. 

INYO'S BUILDING CONTRACTORS ARE JUSTIFIABLY 
miffed over a Bishop Schools proposal that 
would cost them $800 on every construction 
job. Groping for funds to replace those lost 
with the passage of ^arvis, the Bishop High 
Schhol board asked the supervisors to collect 
just such a fee which would go into a pool to 
pay for the building of new school facilities. 
3-he supervisors balked on the idea after rep¬ 
resentatives of the Inyo Contractors Associa- 


eastern sierra 


tion informed them in no uncertain terms that 
the taxpayers, not the contractors, are the 
proper burden-carriers for school buildings. 
Said Supervisor Herb London: ''Proposition 13 
has impacted schools in rural areas severely, 
but this is not the way they're going to sur¬ 
vived And banning Director Doug Sherburne 
said there are pro-visions in law to supply the 
schools with such money if overcrowding can be 
shown; but with declining enrollment that is 
unlikely at Hishop. 
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THE BUREAU OF HAND MANAGEMENT'S "WILDERNESS" 
proposal is running into increasing opposit¬ 
ion from several groups who want to continue 
their free access to the county's desert and 
mountain landso lJ ne group at Keeler has found 
sympathizers on the board of supervisors, and 
a spokesman, Paul Payne, said "The group has 
reached a conclusion...that they will require 
geological maps to identify roads. We need the 
board to back us up." Payne said the board 
will have to go "to the top BLM officials," 
since BLM's local small-fry tend to pass the 
complaint bucks to Congress. 


All correspondence to the Inyo 
COUNTY NEWS-LETTER should be 
addressed to PO Box 531 or ? 7 5 


"May th$ mu i in your Jjy bt [ooJ nrwt rt try isy" 
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